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An online version of this newsletter can be downloaded from the library homepage: www.charlevoixlibrary.org 

Library Closures 

November 26 - Thanksgiving Day  ~  December 17 - Staff In Service 

December 24 & 25 - Christmas  ~  December 31 & January 1 - H^p S^ZkÃl ?o^ 

 The beginning of November marked a wonderful occasion for me. At the 

Michigan Library Association annual conference, I was the recipient of the Award of 

?q\^ee^g\^, ;l hg^ pah bl ghm \hf_hkmZ[e^ pbma ma^ lihm eb`am hg ģf^Ä Zg] pah labg^l 

[^\Znl^ h_ ma^ i^hie^ Zkhng] ģf^*Ä mkr mh bfZ`bg^ ahp ng\hf_hkmZ[e^ C pZl lmZg]bg` 

in front of my peers, my family, my staff and Board, to accept their accolades. It was 

difficult to say the least. It was not the fact of a public address (although I did feel a bit 

nervous beforehand). It was accepting the praise Á for me and for what I have done.  
 

 To prepare myself, I thought long and hard about what excellence means to me 

and how I realized that excellence was always going to be a part of my work life. I have 

always worked hard and strived to be my best. But it was in a previous position that I 

realized that to be the best, I had to surround myself with the best as well. In that posi-

tion the Board and I were in the midst of a planning process and conducted a commu-

nity survey. The survey results stated that about 75% of the community thought we 

p^k^ ģIE*Ä ma^ fb]]e^ k^lihgl^ hg ma^ lnko^r, C mhhd maZm mh f^Zg p^ p^k^ ghm `k^Zm 

and had much work ahead of us to bump us up to the next level. My Board decided 

maZm ģIEÄ pZl `hh] ^ghn`a _hk ma^f Zg] ]b]gÃm l^^ par p^ g^^]^] mh phkkr hk 

change our path. I thought long and hard about this and in the end decided it was a 

good time for me to move on. The Board and I had different visions that would never 

cross paths. Although a very difficult decision at the time, it turned out to be very 

worthwhile as I was able to spend more time with my babies and then ultimately land in 

Charlevoix.  
 

 I knew right away Charlevoix was going to be a good fit. I could see the delight 

bg ma^ <hZk] f^f[^klÃ ^r^l pa^g ma^r mZed^] Z[hnm ma^bk ieZgl _hk ma^bk \hffngbmr, 

This decision was affirmed throughout my time here. The community certainly sup-

ports excellence Á shown through their millage support and attendance in the library. 

The Board has shown nothing but support for excellence in their budgeting process Á 

allowing me to hire the best and brightest for my staff. The staff proves excellence 

every day in their work with patrons. Excellence for me is now easy, as I have sur-

rounded myself with people that share that same vision and work hard every day to 

fulfill that vision. Although it was difficult to accept the Award of Excellence Á it is 

truly wonderful to be acknowledged in this way, for myself, the staff, the Board and 

the community. Thank you Charlevoix, for all you have given me.  
 

      Valerie Meyerson 

http://mail.charlevoixlibrary.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.chalevoixlibrary.org/
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Beginner level:  
A beginner is someone who knows nothing   

about computers  
and wants to get started.  

 

 

Computer Basics I : December 8 & 9, 10:30 ïNoon 

Learn to use a mouse, view and navigate a web-
page, and search the Internet. 

 

Computer Boot  Camp : December 15 & 16,  
10:30 - Noon  

Learn Internet search tricks and some of the tools 
to create a document. Ask questions. 

 

Intermediate Level:  
For those who know the basics (can use a mouse, search 

the Internet and create a document) :  
 

Managing Your PC : January 5 & 7, 10:30 -Noon 
Learn how to organize files and folders, how to customize your 
desktop and how to back-up important documents and pictures.  
 

Microsoft Word 2007 Basics:  
January 19 & 21, 10:30 - Noon 
Create a basic typed document and learn to format it. 
 

Microsoft Excel 2007 Basics:  
February 9 & 11, 10:30 - Noon 

Create a basic spreadsheet and do calculations. 

Microsoft Publisher 2007 Basics :  

February 23 & 24, 10:30 - Noon 
Learn how to create a customized flyer and more. 

Computer Classes: Please pre-register for all classes 237-7340  

Readers Connection  
 

Book Discussions @ Your Library:  
 

 

Join  BookTalkers  Monday, Jan. 11,  for a discussion of The Forgery of Venus  by Michael Gruber. The 
story:  Chaz Wilmot, a commercial artist in New York City, is offered $150,000 to fix a ruined ceiling in a 
Venetian palazzo. Once abroad, Wilmot finds a bizarre world where his own identity is confused and the art 
he produces may be a forgery but is genuinely magnificent. Along with plot twists and suspense the book 
offers fascinating details about art forgery and thought -provoking conversations about art and morality. It's a 
tale within a tale within a tale, ñfast, frightening, and richly imagined.ò 
 
On Monday, Feb. 22 , BookTalkers will discuss Isadore's Secret : Sin, Murder, and Confession in a 
Northern Michigan Town by Mardi Link.  The book has all the ingredients of the darkest gothic novel, but 
is the true and  gripping account of the mysterious disappearance of a young nun in a northern Michigan town 
and the national controversy that followed when she turned up dead and buried in the basement of the 
church. 
 
Looking ahead :  The BookTalkers selection for March 29 is the combined classic by Lewis Carroll: Aliceôs 
Adventures in Wonderland & Through the Looking Glass. Read the book(s),  see the movie! 
 

BookTalkers discussions begin at 6:00 pm in the Armstrong Conference Room  

 
 

For information about  the book discussions, contact the Information Services Desk: 237 -7340. 

Discussion guides for all featured books are available at the Information Services Desk.  

 
  
  :                                        

 

     

Instructors: Linda Adams, Adult Services Librarian and Roger Gowell, Library Technology Assistant 
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Adult Community education:    237- 7340  

Create Your Own Winter Centerpiece  
Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 pm  
Free.  Pre-register: 237-7340.    

Join Lori Mitchell from Charlevoix Floral and 
make your own pinecone centerpiece.  Use it for 
the holidays or throughout the winter months.   
Bring  gardening shears and weôll supply the rest. 
 

Open Mic Nights:  
Wednesday, January 6, 6:30 pm  

Wednesday, February 10, 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, March 3, 6:30 pm 
Wednesday, April 14, 6:30 pm 

 

Parlez Vous Francais? French Lessons  
Tuesdays: Jan. 12 through Feb. 9, 10:30 -11:30 am  

$25 fee. Pre-register: 237-7340   

Fine tune your French! Designed for students 
who have taken at least one course of French, this 
class will include conversation, reading and 
simple grammar.  Instructor: Susan Kessler  
 

Job Seekers: Almost all jobs today require  

computer skills.  Sign up for free classes @ your library! 

(See page 2 of newsletter for a list of classes.) 
 

Mail Order & Catalog Houses   
Thursday, January 14, 6:30 pm  

Friends of the Charlevoix Public Library  
Annual Meeting/Public Welcome  

 

The slide illustrated talk will review the mail  
order and catalog house businesses of the  

Twentieth century, discussing the reasons this 
house building approach came about and the 

principles behind it.  The primary players, 
the differences between them, and the timing of 
their innovations in the industry will be noted.   

Presenter: Richard Neumann, Architect  

Learn a new language @ your library:  
January 5 -February 4  

Mango Languages is an online language-learning system teaching 
actual conversation skills for a wide variety of languages: Spanish, 
French, German, Japanese, Russian and more.  Go to the library 
homepage and click on Mango Languages to begin . This is a trial 
period, if you like the product, call us  (237-7340) and ask us to 
buy  a subscription. 
 

Learn to Sell on Etsy.com,  
the Place for All Things Handmade   

Thursday, January 28, 6:30 pm  
Free.  Pre-register: 237-7340.    

Do you love to create, and want to sell your works to a 
worldwide audience?  In search of a place to buy crafting 
and art supplies?  Looking for art or craft ideas you can  

develop into your own?  This workshop will show you how 
to get started buying and selling online.  Learn how to log 
on and set up your account, choose a name for your online 
business, register and get started!    Learn who is finding 

success, and get ready to jump in!  
Instructor: Kathy Ackerman  

 
Wednesday  

December 9, 6:30 pm  

 

 
 

Featuring the JATL Trio with special guests  
Claudia Schmidt and Chris Bickley 

Imagine That!  

A day of fun, friends and green crafts!  

Saturday, Jan. 23, 10:30 am-4:30 pm 
 

Spend the day with friends making bags,  
jewelry, clothes, and accessories, all from  

recycled materials. $5 fee per class.  
Registration required, class size limited.   

2010  
Travel and  

Adventure Series 
 

Practical Travel Tips  
Thursday, February 18, 6:30 pm  

with travel writer, Roger Rapoport, Muskegon  

Great Lakes Lighthouse Odyssey   
Thursday, February 25, 6:30 pm  

with Ann and John Mahan, Gaylord  

 Five Weeks in Africa:  
Expedition, Safari and Cruise  

Thursday, March 4, 6:30 pm    
with Tom Darnton, Ann Arbor  

The North Pole :  
Ordinary Women on an Extraordinary Journey  

Monday, March 8, 6:30 pm  

with Frida Waara, Marquette  

 

 

 Holiday Concert 
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Youth Department website @ http://www.charlevoixlibrary.org/kids/kids -main.htm  

New This Winter!  
10:30 am Saturday Family Story Time!  
 

Canôt make it on Thursday mornings?  
Come to a Story Time on a Saturday morning! 
Every 2nd Saturday of the month  
Families are invited!  
 

January 9: Story Time Kickoff Event!  
Guest: Laura Pershin Raynor 

Laura is a visiting storyteller from 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. She is also a 
much loved Childrenôs Librarian @ 
the Ann Arbor Public Library.  
 
Saturday Story Time Dates & Themes  

February 13 : Hearts are here! 
March 13 : Green is the Game 
April 10 : Music Time 
 
 
Joelôs Juggling Workshop 
Saturday, Feb. 20 
11:00ð1:00 pm 
 

Laugh and learn to juggle with 
Joel. Everyone will have a 
great time and will be taught 
how to juggle.  
 

Juggling supplies will be for sale  
 
 

PAWS for a Story   
 

Resumes Saturdays: March  6, 20 & 27. 

 
 

 

AWE Program Offers Child Safe Browser  
 

This browser is designed to help your child find safe, 
child -friendly programs without having to worry about 
what content your child is viewing. Check out a CD 

from the Youth Information Desk to download on your home 
computer . 
 

The youth section now has 2 AWEsome computers that are 
bilingual with Spanish and English. Ages 2-10 can play games, 
hear stories and immerse themselves on these powerful 
computers. 

YOUTH  PROGRAMS  
231.237.7350  

Story Time with Ms. Laura  
Ages birthð 5 
Thursdays @ 10:30 am 
 

Play ñMs. Laura Says,ò listen to stories & music, 
learn fingerplays & spend time with friends & family.  
Check @ the library or the library website for weekly themes  

 
Drop -in December Holiday Crafts  
 

Week 1: Nov. 29-Dec. 5  Button Flowers  
Week 2: Dec. 6-12  Tree Ornament  
Week 3: Dec. 13-19  Holiday Gift Tags  
Week 4: Dec. 20ï Jan.3  Melting Snowmen  
 
 

Make a craft any day of the week & take it with you  
 

 
Mystery Night Tween Lock -In  
Friday, Jan. 15 
6:00ð8:00 pm  
Ages 8-12 are invited! 

 

Wanna know the mysteries of the library at night? 
Come with a flashlight and see the dark side of the 
library. Pizza will be provided  
 
 

Imagine That!  

A day of fun, friends and green crafts! 
Saturday, Jan. 23, 10:30 am - 4:30 pm  

  
Spend the day with friends making bags, jewelry, 

clothes, and accessories, all from recycled materials. 
 $5 fee per class.  

 

Registration required @ 237.7340, class size limited. 

 Ages 12-adult . 

 
 

Learn a new language @ 
your library:  
January 5 -February 4  
 

Mango Languages is an online language-learning system for 
ages 8 and up . It teaches actual conversation skills for a wide 
variety of languages: Spanish, French, German, Japanese, 
Russian and more.  Go to the library homepage and click on 
Mango Languages to begin. This is a trial period, if you like the 
product, call us @ 237.7340 and ask us to buy  a subscription. 

 

CRAFTSðEvery 2 weeks there will be a new craft to challenge your creative side,  
so stop in to make a craft and take it with you! 




